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By Drew Pearson
WASHINGTON Nov. 28
—Gradually the story
of the three Fields who dis-
appeared so mysteriously :
behind the Iron Curtain in
1949 is beginning to unfold. !

For three years not a word:
has been heard of Noel Field,:
former State Department offi-
cial and .European relief
worker who went to Czechoslo-
vakia in May 1949 and dropped
out of sight,

He disappeared -from his
Prague hotel, though later he
wired the hotel to keep his
clothes, and on July 12 a man
named Rene Kimel -collected
his things and paid his hotel
hill. i :

On Aug. 22, 1949, his brother
Herman- boarded a plane in
Warsaw, en route to Czecho-
slovakia. He disappeaged.

Only this week did the Aus-

trian Communist™ newspaper
‘“Volksstimme” admit what
long had been suspected—that
the Fields had been arrested.

Meanwhile, on August 3,
Noel Field’s.German-born wife
went to Prague to look for him,
but disappeared on August 17,
Following this, Field’'s adopted
daughter,
lach, went from Washington to
Berlin, reportedly was met by
Leo Bauer, editor ¢f the Soviet
controlled Berlin rag io, and has
never been heard from, since.

For three years, State De-
partment querfes have received
a blank stare from the Com- |
munists, and the world has not
known whethier the Fields
were Communists, American
agents agalnst communism,
spies or what

Moscow Feared Field

Howeverg,» with the recent
Czech spy ;%als an-explanation
gradually gnfolds: Masgow had
to get Nogl' Field ,out of the
way beforg it brought charges
against the" alleged thaitors in
CzechoslovdKia and- Hungary.
Otherwise " Field would have
denied thea evidence, Conse-
quently, % was enticed into

Czechoslo fa and . arrested
four mont * before the first.
trial begar

For.m “of the Communists

were Field's
friends. He had known them
when they were refugees in
western Europe and when he

was helping them ag a reljef
worker for the Umta‘dan Serv-

ice Committee.

Field, it appears, ha en a
Communist. Whether . re-
mained ong is not knowt, 2sti- |
mony refirding his Comm 1st
connections was brought. ¢

the Hiss trial; while’
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w1th E. F. Gonda that Field
. was under Communist orders i
to take care of.Communist ref- ./

' ugees and arrange for their
repatrlatlon to Poland, Czeécho- .
lovakia, Hungary and Russia,

He was also. instructed by

| Moscow to put them in touch

with the OSS, the American |
wartime undercover service,
ithen opé€rating in " Europe.
Field had worked with Allen
Dulles, OSS chief .in Switzer—
{'Tand, "during the height of the
i war and had_helped get valu-
able information from Ger-
many through German Com-
munists, Antg] in 1945, he came
to Paris  with a letter - from
Dulles to Capt. Arthur Schles-
inger of- th%rﬁss now a Harv-
ard professof and more recent-
ly on Adlai Stevenson’s staff.

Field tried to persyade
Schlesmger to make use of his
Communist proteges through
the 0%$. However, Schlesinger.
informs me that he was sus-
pxcxous, did not see why the
United States should subsidize
a group of Communist exiles,
and rejected Field’s offer,

This is important. For on
this turns the crux of the

reserit -spy trials in Czecho-
slovakia and the previous
trials in Hungary.

After the war ended, Field
“was given the job of arranging
for the Communist refugees to
return to their countries.

The Communist .exiles whom
Field befriended went back to
eastern Europe became the
leaders of their countries, They
were Communists, but they
were not Russian Communists.
And to many of them, Hungary
and Czechoslgvakia, rather than.
Russia, came first.

Therefore when Moscow be-
gan to call for more military
; support, more wheat, more sup-
plies from the satelhtes, many
| 0f these leaders ‘chafed.

‘' Moscow, meanwhile, was de-
pressing satellite economy and
sxmultaneously building up Rus-
sian’ economy at satellite ex-
pense. The more this happened,
the more Titoism spread,

That is the chief reason for
the trials of Slansky, Clementis,
and Foreign Minister Rjak in
Hungary.

Rjak was the first to be tried
in August, 1949, on the charge,
among other thmgs, of conspir-
ing with the American “spy”
Noel Field: Before that charge
was magdeé, the Kremlin knew
that Field "fiad to be put away.
For Field, though a Communist,
was an “ldealist: who was sour-

, ing on Moscow’s ruthlessness
and who, if left in the free
world, mlght talk.

Field may still talk, He may
be called on as a witness in this
or a future spy trial, But if so
it will doubtless be under the
; same circumstances that Rob.

; ert Vogeler testified in Hun-
ﬁary, and that most witnesses

ave testified in, these wen‘d

o fSovmt tmals aftér subjectlo

-RDPZODGGOB&ROOM 00010090-0
terrorist tac

{Copyright, 1952 hv the Rell Syndicate, Inc.}



